




















County Treasurer’s Manual

PAYMENT OF REAL AND PUBLIC UTILITY TAXES Ohio Rev. Code §323.12

(A)

(B)

(©)

Each person charged with taxes shall pay to the county treasurer the full amount of such taxes on
or before the thirty-first day of December, or shall pay one-half of the current taxes together with
the full amount of any delinquent taxes before such date, and the remaining half on or before the
twentieth day of June next ensuing. When such taxes are paid by installments, each payment
shall be apportioned among the several funds for which taxes have been assessed.

A tax is paid on or before the dates set forth in this section if the tax payment is received by the
county treasurer or if prepayments are applied by the treasurer toward the payment of taxes as
provided by the Ohio Rev. Code 8321.45 on or before the last day for payment of such tax, or if
the tax payment is received after such date in an envelope that was postmarked by the United
States Postal Service on or before the last day for payment of such tax. In the event there is more
than one date of postmark on the envelope, the earliest date imprinted by the postal service shall
be the date of payment.

The postmark by the United States Postal Service shall be the date of payment. A private meter
postmark on an envelope is not a valid postmark for purposes of establishing the date of payment
of such tax.

The treasurer may delay the closing of the treasurer’s books for any collection period for the
purpose of receiving and processing such payments.

DELINQUENT TAXES; TIME FOR CHARGING PENALTY  Ohio Rev. Code §323.121

(A)

(B)

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(2) of this section, if one-half of the current
taxes charged against an entry of real estate together with the full amount of any
delinquent taxes are not paid on or before the thirty-first day of December in that year or
on or before the last day for payment as extended pursuant to the Ohio Rev. Code
8323.17, a penalty of ten percent shall be charged against the unpaid balance of such half
of the current taxes on the duplicate. If the total amount of all the taxes is not paid on or
before the twentieth day of June, next thereafter, or on or before the last day for payment
as extended pursuant to the Ohio Rev. Code §323.17, a like penalty shall be charged on
the balance of the total amount of such unpaid current taxes.

2 After a valid delinquent or omitted tax contract that includes unpaid current taxes from a
first-half collection period described in section 323.12 of the Revised Code has been
entered into under section 323.31 or 5713.20 of the Revised Code, no ten per cent penalty
shall be charged against such taxes after the second-half collection period while the
delinquent or omitted tax contract remains in effect. On the day a delinquent or omitted
tax contract becomes void, the ten per cent penalty shall be charged against such taxes
and shall equal the amount of penalty that would have been charged against unpaid
current taxes outstanding on the date on which the second-half penalty would have been
charged thereon under division (A)(1) of this section if the contract had not been effect.

@ On the first day of the month following the last day the second installment of taxes may
be paid without penalty, interest shall be charged against and computed on all delinquent
taxes other than the current taxes that became delinquent taxes at the close of the last day
such second installment could be paid without penalty. The charge shall be for interest
that accrued during the period that began on the preceding first day of December and

59



County Treasurer’s Manual

DELINQUENT TAXES; TIME FOR CHARGING PENALTY  Ohio Rev. Code §323.121 (continued)

(2)

®3)

(4)

ended on the last day of the month that included the last date such second installment
could be paid without penalty. The interest shall be computed at the rate per annum
prescribed by Ohio Rev. Code §85703.47 and shall be entered as a separate item on the tax
list and duplicate compiled under Ohio Rev. Code 8319.28 or 5721.011, whichever list
and duplicate are first compiled after the date on which the interest is computed and
charged. However, for tracts and lots on the real property tax suspension list under the
Ohio Rev. Code 8319.48, the interest shall not be entered on the tax list and duplicate
complied under 319.28, but shall be entered in the first tax list and duplicate compiled
under the Ohio Rev. Code §5721.011 [5721.01.1] after the date on which the interest in
computed and charged.

In a county on behalf of which a county land reutilization corporation has been organized
under Chapter 1724 of the Revised Code, upon the written order of the county treasurer,
interest shall be charged against and computed on delinquent taxes as provided in
division (B)(2)(a) or (b) of this section, as prescribed in the order:

@) In the manner proved under division (B)(1) and (B)(3) of this section, except that
the interest shall be computed at the rate of twelve per cent per annum; or

(b) On the first day of the month following the month in which interest otherwise
would be charged in accordance with division (B)(1) of this section as specified
in the order, and each subsequent month, interest shall be charged against and
computed on all delinquent taxes remaining delinquent on the last day of the
preceding month at a rate of one percent per month.

The county treasurer shall file a copy of the order directing the rate and manner of
charging interest under this division with the county treasurer and the tax commission. If
interest is charged under division (B)(2) of this section, interest shall not be charged
under division (B)(1) or (3) of this section.

On the first day of December, the interest shall be charged against and computed on all
delinquent taxes. The charge shall be for interest that accrued during the period that
began on the first day of the month following the last date prescribed for the payment of
the second installment of taxes in the current year and ended on the immediately
preceding last day of November. The interest shall be computed at the rate per annum
prescribed by the Ohio Rev. Code §5703.47 and shall be entered as a separate item on
the tax list and duplicate compiled under the Ohio Rev. Code 8319.28 or 5721.011,
whichever list and duplicate are first compiled after the date on which the interest is
computed and charged. However, for tracts and lots on the real property tax suspension
list under the Ohio Rev. Code 8319.48, the interest shall not be entered on the tax list and
duplicate compiled under the Ohio Rev. Code §319.28, but shall be entered on the first
tax list and duplicate compiled under the Ohio Rev. Code §5721.011 after the date on
which the interest is computed and charged.

After a valid delinquent tax contract has been entered into for the payment of any
delinquent taxes, no interest shall be charged against such delinquent taxes while the
delinquent tax contract remains in effect in compliance with the Ohio Rev. Code §323.31.
If a valid delinquent tax contract becomes void, interest shall be charged against the
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DELINQUENT TAXES; TIME FOR CHARGING PENALTY  Ohio Rev. Code §323.121 (continued)

delinquent taxes for the periods that interest was not permitted to be charged while the
delinquent tax contract was in effect. The interest shall be charged on the day the
delinquent tax contract becomes void and shall equal the amount of interest that would
have been charged against the unpaid delinquent taxes outstanding on the dates on which
interest would have been charged thereon under divisions (B)(1)(2) and (3) of this section
had the delinquent tax contract not been in effect.

© If the full amount of the taxes due at either of the times prescribed by division (A) of this section
is paid within ten days after such time, the county treasurer shall waive the collection of and the
county auditor shall remit one-half of the penalty provided for in that division for failure to make
that payment by the prescribed time.

(D) The country treasurer shall compile and deliver to the county auditor a list of all tax payments the
treasurer has received as provided in division (C) of this section. The list shall include any
information required by the auditor for the remission of the penalties waived by the treasurer.
The taxes so collected shall be included in the settlement next succeeding the settlement then in
process.

FACTORS JUSTIFYING DELAY IN DELIVERY OF TAX DUPLICATE OR CLOSE OF TAX
COLLECTION PERIOD  Ohio Rev. Code 8323.17

When any taxing authority in the county has certified to the board of elections a resolution that would
serve to place upon the ballot at a general election or at any special election held prior to the general
election but subsequent to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in August the question of a tax to be
levied on the current tax list and duplicate for any purpose, or if the auditor has not received the certified
reduction factors as required by division (D)(2) of the Ohio Rev. Code §319.301, the time for delivery of
shall be extended to the first Monday in December. When delivery of the tax duplicate has been so
delayed, the times for payment of taxes as fixed by the Ohio Rev. Code §323.12 may be extended to the
thirty-first day of January and the twentieth day of July. In case of emergency the tax commissioner may,
by journal entry, extend the times for delivery of the duplicate in any county for an additional fifteen days
upon receipt of a written application from the county auditor, in the case of a delay in the delivery of the
tax duplicate, or from the treasurer regarding an extension of the time for the billing and collection of
taxes.

When a delay in the closing of a tax collection period becomes unavoidable, the tax commissioner, upon
application of the county auditor and county treasurer, may extend the time for payment of taxes if he
determines that penalties have accrued or would otherwise accrue for reasons beyond the control of the
taxpayers of the county. The order so issued by the commissioner shall prescribe the final extended date
for the payment of taxes for that collection period.

"Emergency," as used in this section, includes death or serious illness, any organized work stoppage,
mechanical failure of office equipment or machinery, or a delay in complying with the Ohio Rev. Code
85715.24 or 5715.26 which will cause an unavoidable delay in the delivery of duplicates or in the billing
or collection of taxes. Such application shall contain a statement describing the emergency that will cause
the unavoidable delay. Any application from the county auditor for an extension of time for delivery of
the duplicate due to an emergency must be received by the tax commissioner on or before the last day of
the month preceding the date required for such delivery, When an extension of time for delivery of the
duplicate is so granted, the time for payment of taxes shall be extended for a like period of time.
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FACTORS JUSTIFYING DELAY IN DELIVERY OF TAX DUPLICATE OR CLOSE OF TAX
COLLECTION PERIOD  Ohio Rev. Code §323.17 (continued)

Whenever taxable real property has been destroyed or damaged by fire, flood, tornado, or otherwise, in an
amount not less than twenty-five per cent of the value as listed and assessed for taxation but in no event
less than two thousand dollars of taxable value, the county board of revision, by resolution, may extend
the time for payment of taxes on such property not more than one year after the time fixed by the Ohio
Rev. Code §323.12. The board shall file a copy of such resolution with the county auditor and county
treasurer, stating the name of the owner and description as it appears on the tax list, the taxing district, the
type and kind of property destroyed or damaged, and the board's estimate of the amount of such
destruction or damage.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION

When the time for the payment of real property taxes has been extended, pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code
8323.17, the imposition of the penalty for failure to pay real property taxes when due, as provided for in
the Ohio Rev. Code 85719.17, is correspondingly extended. 1957 Op. Att’y. Gen. No. 1005.

TAX BILLS MAILED OR DELIVERED; FAILURE TO RECEIVE BILL  Ohio Rev. Code 8323.13

Except as in provided by the Ohio Rev. Code §323.134, immediately upon receipt of any tax duplicate
from the county auditor, but not less than twenty days prior to the last date which the first one-half taxes
may be paid without penalty pursuant to the Ohio Rev. Code §323.12 or 323.17, the county treasurer shall
cause to be prepared and mailed or delivered to each person charged on such duplicate with taxes or to an
agent designated by the person, the tax bill prescribed by the Commissioner of Tax Equalization under the
Ohio Rev. Code §323.131. When taxes are paid by installments, the county treasurer shall mail or deliver
to each person charged on such duplicate a second tax bill showing the amount due at the time of the
second tax collection. The second half tax bill shall be mailed or delivered at least twenty days prior to
the close of the second half tax collection period.

After delivery of the delinquent land duplicate as prescribed in the Ohio Rev. Code 85721.011, the county
treasurer may prepare and mail to each person in whose name property therein is listed an additional tax
bill showing the total amount of delinquent taxes appearing on such duplicate against such property. The
tax bill shall include a notice that the interest charge prescribed by division (B) of the Ohio Rev. Code
8323.121 has begun to accrue.

A change in the mailing address of any tax bill shall be made in writing to the county treasurer.

Upon certification by the county auditor of the apportionment of taxes and assessments following the
transfer of a part of a tract or lot of real estate, and upon request by the owner of any transferred or
remaining part of such tract or parcel, the treasurer shall cause to be prepared and mailed or delivered to
such owner, a tax bill for the taxes allocated to his part, together with the penalties, interest, and other
charges.

Failure to receive any bill required by this section does not excuse failure or delay to pay any taxes shown

on such bill or, accepting as provided by division (A) of the Ohio Rev. Code §5715.39, avoid any penalty,
interest, or charge for such delay.
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COURT DECISION

The provision of this section, that the "failure to receive any (tax) bill required by this section does not
excuse failure or delay to pay any taxes ... shown on such bill or avoid any penalty ... for such delay," is
not controlling where the taxpayer, in good faith, does all that can reasonably be expected of him as a
taxpayer to pay the taxes on his property: Ratajczak v. Carney, 102 Ohio App. 183, 2 Ohio Op. 174, 135
N. E. 2d 64 (1956).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION

The county treasurer has a mandatory duty under this section, immediately upon receipt of any tax
duplicate from the county auditor, to prepare and mail or deliver a tax bill to each person charged on such
duplicate: 1958 Op. Att’y. Gen. No. 3137.

FORM OF TAX BILLS Ohio Rev. Code §323.131

Each tax bill prepared and mailed or delivered under the Ohio Rev. Code 8323.13 shall be in the form and
contain the information required by the tax commissioner. The commissioner may prescribe different
forms for each county and may authorize the county auditor to make up tax bills and tax receipts to be
used by the county treasurer. In addition to the information required by the commissioner, each tax bill
shall contain the following information:

(A) The taxes levied and the taxes charged and payable against the property.
(B) The effective tax rate. The words "effective tax rate" shall appear in boldface type.
©) The following notices:

@ "Notice: If the taxes are not paid within one year from the date they are due, the property
is subject to foreclosure for tax delinquency."” Failure to provide such notice has no effect
upon the validity of any tax foreclosure to which a property is subjected.

2 "Notice: If the taxes charged against this parcel have been reduced by the 2 %% per cent
tax reduction for residences occupied by the owner the property is not a residence
occupied by the owner, the owner must notify the county auditor's office not later than
March 31, __ (insert the year following the year for which the taxes are due). Failure to
do so may result in the owner being convicted of a fourth degree misdemeanor, which is
punishable by imprisonment up to 30 days, a fine up to $250, or both, and the owner
having to repay the amount by which the taxes were erroneously or illegally reduced,
plus any interest that may apply.

If the taxes charged against this parcel have not been reduced by the 2 % percent tax
reduction and the parcel includes a residence occupied by the owner, the parcel may
qualify for the tax reduction. To obtain an application for the tax reduction or further
information, the owner may contact the county auditor’s office at . (Insert
the address and telephone number of the county auditor’s office).”
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FORM OF TAX BILLS  Ohio Rev. Code §323.131 (continued)

(D) For a tract or lot on the real property tax suspension list under the Ohio Rev. Code 8319.48, the
following notice: "Notice: The taxes shown due on this bill are for the current year only.
Delinquent taxes, penalties, and interest also are due on this property. Contact the county
treasurer to learn the total amount due.”

The tax bill shall not contain or be mailed or delivered with any information or material that is not
required by this section or that is not authorized by the Ohio Rev. Code 8321.45 or by the tax
commissioner.

PAYMENTS THAT MAY BE ACCEPTED AFTER TAXES BECOME DELINQUENT Ohio Rev.
Code §323.132

If one-half of the current taxes charged against an entry of real estate is not paid on or before the thirty-
first day of December of the year for which they are charged or on or before the last day for such payment
as extended pursuant to the Ohio Rev. Code 8323.17, that amount, together with the penalty charged
under division (A)(1) of section 323.121 of the Revised Code and all delinquent taxes or installments
thereof, charged against such entry may be paid at any time prior to the date on which tax bills for the
second half collection are mailed and delivered, without at the same time requiring payment of the second
half of such taxes.

If the total amount of such current taxes, delinquent taxes, and all installment payments due under the
Ohio Rev. Code § 323.31 are not paid on or before the twentieth day of June, next thereafter, or on or
before the last day for that payment as extended pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code 8323.17, the balance of the
amount of such taxes, plus all penalties and interest imposed by the Ohio Rev. Code §323.121, constitutes
the delinquent taxes on such entry, which shall be placed on the delinquent land list and duplicate
pursuant to the Ohio Rev. Code 85721.011 and shall be collected in the manner prescribed by law.

A taxpayer may tender, and the treasurer shall accept, the full amount of delinquent taxes charged against
an entry of real estate without having to tender at the same time the payment of any current taxes that are
due and payable.

A county treasurer may accept partial payments of taxes. Any overpayment shall be refunded by the
treasurer in the manner most convenient to the treasurer. When the amount tendered and accepted is less
than the amount due, the unpaid balance shall be treated as other unpaid taxes, and, except when the
unpaid amount is the penalty, the treasurer shall notify the taxpayer of such deficiency.

If the taxpayer files with the payment of taxes a copy of an application to the tax commissioner for
remission of penalty, or the payment is received within ten days after the last day the taxes may be paid
without penalty, the county treasurer shall accept a partial payment in which the only unpaid amount is
the penalty for late payment.

If, at any time, and having been provided such documentation as may be found acceptable by the county
treasurer, the county treasurer determines that due to a clerical error, a taxpayer has overpaid either the
first one-half or second one-half payment of current taxes as charged on the tax list and duplicate, the
treasurer may refund the amount of the overpayment to the taxpayer in the manner most convenient to the
treasurer.
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AGREEMENTS WITH FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE FOR
BILLING PURPOSES Ohio Rev. Code 8323.134

As used in this section, "financial institution" means bank as defined in the Ohio Rev. Code §1101.01, a
building and loan association as defined in the Ohio Rev. Code §1151.01, or any other person regularly
engaging in the business of making or brokering residential mortgage loans on security located in this
state.

The county treasurer may request any financial institution to enter into an agreement with the treasurer for
information exchanges limited exclusively to the purpose of real property tax billing and payment,
including, but not limited to, the sharing of information that is a part of a data processing system. With
the approval of the county automatic data processing board or if the county has no board, with the
approval of the county auditor, the county treasurer may enter into such an agreement with any
consenting financial institution. Where such an agreement enables the treasurer to collect the proper
amounts of such taxes due without preparing and sending the tax bills required by the Ohio Rev. Code
8323.13, the treasurer need not prepare and send such bills for any entries of real property upon which
taxes are properly computed and paid by the use of such information exchange.

FULL AMOUNT OF TAXES CHARGED MUST BE PAID; EXCEPTIONS; PAYMENT BY OWNER
OF UNDIVIDED INTEREST  Ohio Rev. Code §323.15

The county treasurer may accept payment of less than the full amount of taxes charged and payable for all
purposes on real estate at the times provided by the Ohio Rev. Code 8323.12 and 323.17, in such amounts
as the county treasurer considers reasonable. Except as otherwise provided by Ohio Rev. Code §8323.133,
323.31, and 5715.19, and when the collection of a particular tax is legally enjoined, interest and penalties
shall accrue on the unpaid amount as prescribed by section 323.121 of the Revised Code. A person
claiming to be the owner of an undivided interest in any real estate may present to the county auditor the
recorded evidence of the existence and fractional extent of such interest, and the auditor may note the
existence and extent of such interest, as ascertained by the auditor, on the margin of the tax list in the
name of such person and give a certificate of the interest to the county treasurer, who shall enter it on the
margin of the tax duplicate. Any person claiming to be entitled to or in any way interested in such
interest may pay, and the treasurer may receive that proportion of the full amount of the taxes charged and
payable for all purposes on the real estate affected, which is represented by the fraction expressing the
extent of such interest. The payment so made and received shall be entered on the duplicate, shall be
credited by the treasurer at the time of the next succeeding settlement of real estate taxes, and shall have
the effect of relieving the undivided interest in such real estate, so entered on the margin of the tax list and
duplicate, from the lien of the taxes charged on such duplicate against the real estate. Thereafter, in
making up the tax list and duplicate, the auditor shall enter such interest and the proportional value of it
separately from the other interest in such land, and shall adjust the value of the latter accordingly.

TAXES DUE UPON TRANSFER OF PROPERTY  Ohio Rev. Code §323.47

(A) If land held by tenants in common is sold upon proceedings in partition, or taken by the election
of any of the parties to such proceedings, or real estate is sold by administrators, executors,
guardians, or trustees, the court shall order that the taxes, penalties, and assessments then due and
payable, and interest on those taxes, penalties, and assessments, that are or will be a lien on such
land or real estate at the time the deed is transferred following the sale, be discharged out of the
proceeds of such sale or election. For purposes of determining such amount, the county treasurer
shall estimate the amount of taxes, assessments, interest, and penalties that will be payable at the
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TAXES DUE UPON TRANSFER OF PROPERTY  Ohio Rev. Code §323.47 (continued)

time the deed of the property is transferred to the purchaser. If the county treasurer's estimate
exceeds the amount of taxes, assessments, interest, and penalties actually payable when the deed
is transferred to the purchaser, the officer who conducted the sale shall refund to the purchaser the
difference between the estimate and the amount actually payable. If the amount of taxes,
assessments, interest, and penalties actually payable when the deed is transferred to the purchaser
exceeds the county treasurer's estimate, the officer shall certify the amount of the excess to the
treasurer, who shall enter that amount on the real and public utility property tax duplicate
opposite the property; the amount of the excess shall be payable at the next succeeding date
prescribed for payment of taxes in Ohio Rev. Code §323.12.

B @ If real estate is sold at judicial sale, the court shall order that the total of the following
amounts shall be discharged out of the proceeds of the sale but only to the extent of such
proceeds:

@ Taxes and assessments the lien for which attaches before the confirmation of
sale but that are not yet determined, assessed, and levied for the year in which
confirmation occurs, apportioned pro rata to the part of that year that precedes
confirmation, and any penalties and interest on those taxes and assessments;

(b) All other taxes, assessments, penalties, and interest the lien for which attached
for a prior tax year but that have not been paid on or before the date of
confirmation.

2 Upon the request of the officer who conducted the sale, the county treasurer shall
estimate the amount in division (B)(1)(a) of this section. If the county treasurer's estimate
exceeds that amount, the officer who conducted the sale shall refund to the purchaser the
difference between the estimate and the actual amount. If the actual amount exceeds the
county treasurer's estimate, the officer shall certify the amount of the excess to the
treasurer, who shall enter that amount on the real and public utility property tax duplicate
opposite the property; the amount of the excess shall be payable at the next succeeding
date prescribed for payment of taxes in Ohio Rev. Code §323.12.

COUNTY TREASURER MAY ENFORCE PAYMENT OF PAST DUE TAXES Ohio Rev. Code
§323.25

When taxes charged against an entry on the tax duplicate, or any part of those taxes, are not paid within
sixty days after delivery of the delinquent land duplicate to the county treasurer as provided by the Ohio
Rev. Code 85721.011, the county treasurer shall enforce the lien for the taxes by civil action in the
treasurer’s official capacity as treasurer, for the sale of such premises in the same way mortgage liens are
enforced or for the transfer of such premises to an electing subdivision pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code
8323.28, in the court of common pleas of the county, in a municipal court with jurisdiction, or in the
county board of revision with jurisdiction pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code 8323.66. After the civil action has
been instituted, but before the expiration of the applicable redemption period, any person entitled to
redeem the land may do so by tendering to the county treasurer an amount sufficient, as determined by the
court or board of revision, to pay the taxes, assessments, penalties, interest, and charges then due and
unpaid, and the costs incurred in the civil action, and by demonstrating that the property is in compliance
with all applicable zoning regulations, land use restrictions, and building, health, and safety codes.
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COUNTY TREASURER MAY ENFORCE PAYMENT OF PAST DUE TAXES Ohio Rev. Code
8323.25 (continued)

If the delinquent land duplicate lists minerals or rights to minerals listed pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code
85713.04, 5713.05 and 5713.06, the county treasurer may enforce the lien for taxes against such minerals
or rights to minerals by civil action, in the treasurer’s official capacity as treasurer, in the manner
prescribed by this section, or proceed as provided under Ohio Rev. Code 85721.46.

If service by publication is necessary, such publication shall be made once a week for three consecutive
weeks instead of as provided by the rules of civil procedure, and the service shall be complete at the
expiration of three weeks after the date of the first publication. If the prosecuting attorney determines that
service upon a defendant may be obtained ultimately only by publication, the prosecuting attorney may
cause service to be made simultaneously by certified mail, return receipt requested; ordinary mail; and
publication. The treasurer shall not enforce the lien for taxes against real property to which the following
applies:

(A) The real property is the subject of an application for exemption from taxation under Ohio Rev.
Code §85715.27 and does not appear on the delinquent land duplicate;

(B) The real property is the subject of a valid delinquent tax contract under Ohio Rev. Code §323.31
for which the county treasurer has not made certification to the county auditor that the delinquent
tax contract has become void in accordance with that section;

©) A tax certificate respecting that property has been sold under Ohio Rev. Code §5721.32 or
5721.33; provided, however, that nothing in this division shall prohibit the county treasurer or the
county prosecuting attorney from enforcing the lien of the state and its political subdivisions for
taxes against a certificate parcel with respect to any or all of such taxes that at the time of
enforcement of such lien are not the subject of a tax certificate.

Upon application of the plaintiff, the court shall advance such cause on the docket, so that it may be first
heard.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION

Ohio Attorney General Opinion 96-054 states that “the county treasurer is not authorized to employ a
private attorney to act on behalf of the county treasurer in the collection of delinquent property taxes...
only a board of county commissioners is authorized to employ an attorney to act on behalf of the county
treasurer in the collection of delinquent real property taxes.”

AUTHORITY OF TAX COMMISSIONER  Ohio Rev. Code §323.251
The tax commissioner shall exercise the authority provided by law relative to the actions of the local
authorities as provided in the Ohio Rev. Code §323.25, 323.49, and 5721.18 if any act or proceedings

required by such sections are not done or instituted within the time limited by such sections. All expenses
incurred in a county by the commissioner under this section shall be borne by the county.
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TAX ON MANUFACTURED OR MOBILE HOMES  Ohio Rev. Code §4503.06

(A) The owner of each manufactured or mobile home that has acquired situs in this state shall pay
either a real property tax pursuant to Title LVII of the Revised Code or a manufactured home tax
pursuant to division (C) of this section.

(B) The owner of a manufactured or mobile home shall pay real property taxes if either of the
following applies:

)

(2)

© O

(2)

3)

The manufactured or mobile home acquired situs in the state of ownership in the home
was transferred on or after January 1, 2000, and all of the following apply:

@ The home is affixed to a permanent foundation as defined in division (C)(5) of
Ohio Rev. Code §3781.06;

(b) The home is located on land that is owned by the owner of the home;

(©) The certificate of title has been inactivated by the clerk of the court of common
pleas that issued it, pursuant to division (H) of Ohio Rev. Code §4505.11.

The manufactured or mobile home acquired situs in the state or ownership in the home
was transferred before January 1, 2000, and all of the following apply:

€)] The home is affixed to a permanent foundation as defined in division (C)(5) of
Ohio Rev. Code §3781.06;

(b) The home is located on land that is owned by the owner of the home;

(c) The owner of the home has elected to have the home taxed as real property and,
pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code Section 4505.11, has surrendered the certificate of
title to the auditor of the county containing the taxing district in which the home
has its situs, together with proof that all taxes have been paid;

(d) The county auditor has placed the home on the real property tax list and delivered
the certificate of title t o the clerk of the court of common pleas that issued it and
the clerk has inactivated the certificate.

Any mobile or manufactured home that is not taxed as real property as provided in
division (B) of this section is subject to an annual manufactured home tax, payable by the
owner, for locating the home in this state. The tax as levied in this section is for the
purpose of supplementing the general revenue funds of the local subdivisions in which
the home has its situs pursuant to this section.

The year for which the manufactured home tax is levied commences on the first day of
January and ends on the following thirty-first day of December. The state shall have the
first lien on any manufactured or mobile home on the list for the amount of taxes,
penalties, and interest charged against the owner of the home under this section. The lien
of the state for the tax for a year shall attach on the first day of January to a home that has
acquired situs on that date. The lien for a home that has not acquired situs on the first day
of January, but that acquires situs during the year, shall attach on the next first day of
January. The lien shall continue until the tax, including any penalty or interest, is paid.

@) The situs of a manufactured or mobile home located in this state on the first day
of January is the local taxing district in which the home is located on that date.
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(D)

(b)

The situs of a manufactured or mobile home not located in this state on the first
day of January, but located in this state subsequent to that date, is the local taxing
district in which the home is located thirty days after it is acquired or first enters
this state.

(@) The tax is collected by and paid to the county treasurer of the county containing the
taxing district in which the home has its situs.

The manufactured home tax shall be computed and assessed by the county auditor of the county
containing the taxing district in which the home has its situs as follows:

@ On a home that acquired situs in this state prior to January 1, 2000;

(@)

(b)

By multiplying the assessable value of the home by the tax rate of the taxing
district in which the home has its situs, and deducting from the product thus
obtained any reduction authorized under Ohio Rev. Code 84503.065. The tax
levied under this formula shall not be less than thirty-six dollars, unless the home
qualifies for a reduction in assessable value under Ohio Rev. Code §4503.065, in
which case there shall be no minimum tax and the tax shall be the amount
calculated under this division.

The assessable value of the home shall be forty per cent of the amount arrived at
by the following computation:

(i) If the cost to the owner, or market value at time of purchase, whichever
is greater, of the home includes the furnishings and equipment, such cost
or market value shall be multiplied according to the following schedule:

For the first calendar year in which the home is owned
by the current owner 80%

2" calendar year X 75%
3" calendar year X 70%
4" calendar year X 65%
5" calendar year X 60%
6" calendar year X 55%
7" calendar year X 50%
8" calendar year X 45%
9" calendar year X 40%
10™ and each year thereafter 35%

The first calendar year means any period between the first day of January and the
thirty-first day of December of the first year.

(i) If the cost to the owner, or market value at the time of purchase,
whichever is greater, of the home does not include the furnishings and
equipment, such cost or market value shall be multiplied according to the
following schedule:
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(2)

®3)

(4)

For the first calendar year in which the home is owned

buy the current owner 95%
2" calendar year X 90%
3" calendar year X 85%
4" calendar year X 80%
5" calendar year X 75%
6" calendar year X 70%
7" calendar year X 65%
8" calendar year X 60%
9™ calendar year X 55%
10™ and each year thereafter 50%

The first calendar year means any period between the first day of January and the
thirty-first day of December of the first year.

On a home in which ownership was transferred or that first acquired situs in this state on
or after January 1, 2000:

@ By multiplying the assessable value of the home by the effective tax rate, as
defined in Ohio Rev. Code §323.08, for residential real property of the taxing
district in which the home has its situs, and deducting from the product thus
obtained the reductions required or authorized under Ohio Rev. Code §319.302,
division (B) of Ohio Rev. Code §323.152, or Ohio Rev. Code §4503.065.

(b) The assessable value of the home shall be thirty-five per cent of its true value as
determined under division (L) of this section.

On or before the fifteenth day of January each year, the auditor shall record the assessable
value and the amount of tax on the manufactured or mobile home on the tax list and
deliver a duplicate of the list to the county treasurer. In the case of an emergency as
defined in Ohio Rev. Code 8323.17, the tax commissioner, by journal entry, may extend
the times for delivery of the duplicate for an additional fifteen days upon receiving a
written application from the county auditor regarding an extension for the delivery of the
duplicate, or from the county treasurer regarding an extension of the time for the billing
and collection of taxes. The application shall contain a statement describing the
emergency that will cause the unavoidable delay and must be received by the tax
commissioner on or before the last day of the month preceding the day delivery of the
duplicate is otherwise required. When an extension is granted for delivery of the
duplicate, the time period for payment of taxes shall be extended for a like period of time.
When a delay in the closing of a tax collection period becomes unavoidable, the tax
commissioner, upon application by the county auditor and county treasurer, may order
the time for payment of taxes to be extended if the tax commissioner determines that
penalties have accrued or would otherwise accrue for reasons beyond the control of the
taxpayers of the county. The order shall prescribe the final extended date for payment of
taxes for that collection period.

After January 1, 1999, the owner of a manufactured or mobile home taxed pursuant to
division (D)(1) of this section may elect to have the home taxed pursuant to division
(D)(2) of this section by filing a written request with the county auditor of the taxing
district in which the home is located on or before the first day of December of any year.
Upon the filing of the request, the county auditor shall determine whether all taxes levied
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Q)

(6)

(7)

under division (D)(1) of this section have been paid, and if those taxes have been paid,
the county auditor shall tax the manufactured or mobile home pursuant to division (D)(2)
of this section commencing in the next tax year.

A manufactured or mobile home that acquired situs in this state prior to January 1, 2000,
shall be taxed pursuant to division (D)(2) of this section if no manufactured home tax had
been paid for the home and the home was not exempted from taxation pursuant to
division (E) of this section for the year for which the taxes were not paid.

€)) Immediately upon receipt of any manufactured home tax duplicate from the
county auditor, but not less than twenty days prior to the last date on which the
first one-half taxes may be paid without penalty as prescribed in division (F) of
this section, the county treasurer shall cause to be prepared and mailed or
delivered to each person charged on that duplicate with taxes, or to an agent
designated by such person, the tax bill prescribed by the tax commissioner under
division (D)(7) of this section. When taxes are paid by installments, the county
treasurer shall mail or deliver to each person charged on such duplicate or the
agent designated by such person a second tax bill showing the amount due at the
time of the second tax collection. The second half tax bill shall be mailed or
delivered at least twenty days prior to the close of the second half tax collection
period. A change in the mailing address of any tax bill shall be made in writing
to the county treasurer. Failure to receive a bill required by this section does not
excuse failure or delay to pay any taxes shown on the bill or, except as provided
in Division (A) of Ohio Rev. Code 85715.39, avoid any penalty, interest, or
charge for such delay.

(b) After delivery of the copy of the delinquent manufactured home tax list under
division (H) of this section, the county treasurer may prepare and mail to each
person in whose name a home is listed an additional tax bill showing the total
amount of delinquent taxes charged against the home as shown on the list. The
tax bill shall include a notice that the interest charge prescribed by division (G) of
this section has begun to accrue.

Each tax bill prepared and mailed or delivered under division (D)(6) of this section shall
be in the form and contain the information required by the tax commissioner. The
commissioner may prescribe different forms for each county and may authorize the
county auditor to make up tax bills and tax receipts to be used by the county treasurer.
The tax bill shall not contain or be mailed or delivered with any informati