


            



35 North Fourth Street, 1st Floor
Columbus, Ohio  43215

Telephone 614-466-4514
800-282-0370

Facsimile  614-728-7398

The Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

City of Mason

Mason, Ohio

We have reviewed the Independent Auditor's Report of the City of Mason, Warren County,

prepared by Plattenburg & Associates, Inc., for the audit period January 1, 2000 to December 31,

2000.  Based upon this review, we have accepted these reports in lieu of the audit required by

Section 117.11, Revised Code.  The Auditor of State did not audit the accompanying financial

statements and, accordingly, we are unable to express, and do not express an opinion on them.

Our review was made in reference to the applicable sections of legislative criteria, as reflected by

the Ohio Constitution, and the Revised Code, policies, procedures and guidelines of the Auditor

of State, regulations and grant requirements.  The City of Mason is responsible for compliance

with these laws and regulations.

JIM PETRO
Auditor of State

June 27, 2001
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Economic Conditions and Outlook 
 
Mason, located just north of Cincinnati, is one of the fastest growing cities in the State of Ohio.  
Incorporated as the village of Palmyra in 1815, it became a city in 1971, and now has a 
population of approximately 22,016, with a community able to provide a full range of services to 
its citizens, businesses, and industries.  The City is comprised of 18 square miles with 
approximately 65% of available land developed.  The City expects to continue this pace of 
development with 2,200 acres zoned high technical and industrial.  Of that 2,400 acres, 1,200 are 
currently developed and more than 1,200 acres are available in Mason for additional 
manufacturing and corporate office development. 
 
Considered to be part of the Cincinnati metropolitan area, Mason is strategically located between 
the region’s two most vital commerce corridors, Interstates 71 and 75.  The City of Mason 
continues to attract quality companies locating new or expanded operations.  In choosing Mason 
companies cite: Mason’s prime location to direct interstate accessibility; availability of land for 
development within established business parks; rising property values; established core of high-
tech businesses and labor; and exceptional level of support and services with a favorable business 
environment widely promoted in the region.  Tax incentives targeting high-tech businesses and 
light industry are strong inducements as well. 
 
Following the inception of tax abatement programs in 1984, the City of Mason has provided 54 
abatement agreements under the Community Reinvestment Area Program and nine under the 
Enterprise Zone Program.  These projects have generated initial investment in excess of $320 
million and facilitated the creation or retention of more than 8,986 jobs in the community.  Tax 
abatements continue to be a strong attractor for businesses to locate in Mason. 
 
A transportation and industrial center since the early development of the territory west of the 
Appalachians, the Metropolitan Area has grown and developed into a major center for insurance 
and finance companies, wholesaling, retailing, government installation, medical and service 
industries as well as manufacturing. This diverse economic base continues to be a source of 
stability for the area, protecting it from severe peaks and valleys in the business cycle.  Within 
300 miles of Mason is 59% of the nation’s population, 59% of the nation’s purchasing power, 
58% of the nation’s manufacturing establishments and 65% of the nation’s manufacturing 
industries. 
 
Warren County continues to experience tremendous residential growth as well as unprecedented 
industrial expansion, making the County the second fastest growing in Ohio.  Industrial 
expansion in Warren County has been concentrated primarily along the Interstate highways, and 
the County is very fortunate to have more than 36 miles of Interstate highway.  This gives 
businesses and residents the opportunity to easily access the metropolitan areas of both 
Cincinnati and Dayton.  This proximity and accessibility is primarily responsible for the growth-
taking place in Mason. 
 
Business is booming in Mason, a credit to the City’s successful economic strategy to balance 
high-tech corporations with upscale housing.  New industrial and high-tech projects underway in 
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Mason in 2000 added 762,600 square feet of new manufacturing space (projects exceeding 
$250,000 capital investment and excluding commercial projects). 
 
The City of Mason targets high-tech companies, corporate headquarters and light industry for its 
business community.  More than 85 corporations have headquarters or manufacturing operations 
in Mason’s 18 commerce parks, three of which are ranked among the 25 largest commerce parks 
in the Cincinnati region. New business parks continue to be developed, as evidenced by the 
addition of “Mason Industrial Park” in 1997, “42 North Mason Business Park” in 1998, Central 
Parke of Mason in 1999, and plans underway for Tyler’s Crossing Office Park in 2000-2001.   
 
Mason’s diverse business base is home to national and international blue chip companies.  In the 
last decade numerous major industrial facilities have located within the City of Mason.  Some of 
these major facilities include:  Procter & Gamble; Cincinnati Electronics; Cincinnati Fan; 
Mitsubishi Electric; CINTAS Corporation; Blackhawk Automotive Plastics Inc.; Makino 
Incorporated; H. J. Heinz.; A-Mold Corporation (UBE Automotive North America); Steelox 
Systems; Basco Shower & Door; Loveland Pet Products; Re-Pac Surgical; and Superior Label 
Systems. 
 
Mason’s corporate/industrial facilities employ more than 20,000 persons, nearly matching the 
city’s current population of more than 22,016. (The City of Mason targets an equal balance 
between residential and employment populations)  Three of the 10 largest employers in Warren 
County are located in Mason, and Mason’s 15 largest employers provide work for more than 
8,432 persons and generate more than  $4.8 million annually in income tax revenue alone. 
 
Because of its proximity to major urban markets, access to highway, rail, truck and air 
transportation, and large amount of available land, the City is a particularly attractive location for 
industry.  On-site assets such as rail, water and sewer service have further strengthened the City’s 
appeal as a place to do business. 
 
The Metropolitan Area is an important rail freight center fed by three major trunk line railroads, 
operating twelve divisions with total mileage of 64,000 in 27 states.  The Amtrak passenger 
network also serves the area.  The Chessie System serves Mason, with sidings available at three 
of the four industrial park sites in the City. 
 
The Metropolitan Area is also on the 15,000-mile Great Mississippi River Inland Waterway and 
Intra coastal Canal System.  As a major Ohio River port with 37 commercial water terminals, 
Cincinnati is the second largest inland coal port.  Towboats also handle coal, petroleum, iron, 
steel, grain, chemicals, fertilizer and automobiles.  One hundred seventy-five million tons are 
annually transported on the Ohio River.  There are 8 barge lines based in the area with 36 barge 
lines serving the area. 
 
Additionally, five airports serve Mason residents.  The Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky 
International Airport is located in Northern Kentucky, about thirty-five minutes from Mason, via 
two interstate routes.  Seventeen major regional and commuter airlines provide non-stop or direct 
service to over 105 cities.  In 1996, the airport provided service to over 19 million air passengers. 



































































































































































































































































PLATTENBURG & ASSOCIATES, INC./CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
8280 MONTGOMERY ROAD, SUITE 210/ CINCINNATI, OH 45236 • (513) 891-2722 • FAX (513) 891-2760
2211 SOUTH DIXIE AVENUE/ DAYTON, OH 45409 • (937) 294-1505 • FAX (937) 294-1507

Report on compliance and on internal control over financial reporting
based on an audit of financial statements performed in accordance with

Government Auditing Standards

May 18, 2001

Honorable City Council
City of Mason, Ohio

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the City of Mason, Ohio (the City),
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2000, and have issued our report thereon dated May
18, 2001.  We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued
by the Comptroller General of the United States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City’s financial statements are free
of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws,
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material
effect on the determination of financial statement amounts.  However, providing an opinion on
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not
express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of non-compliance
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City’s internal control over financial
reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion
on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial
reporting.

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements
in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur
and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their
assigned functions.  Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be



material weaknesses.  We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting
and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses.

This report is intended for the information of management, the Auditor of State and the
Honorable City Council of the City of Mason, Ohio and is not intended to be and should not be
used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Plattenburg & Associates, Inc.
Certified Public Accountants



88 East Broad Street
P.O. Box 1140
Columbus, Ohio  43216-1140

Telephone 614-466-4514
800-282-0370

Facsimile  614-466-4490

CITY OF MASON

WARREN COUNTY

CLERK'S CERTIFICATION
This is a true and correct copy of the report which is required to be filed in the Office
of the Auditor of State pursuant to Section 117.26, Revised Code, and which is filed
in Columbus, Ohio.

CLERK OF THE BUREAU

CERTIFIED
JULY 17, 2001
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